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September 7, 2015 

Dear: 

As a clinical psychologist, I have witnessed first-hand the devastating effects of lead poisoning on the 

human body and brain. As a citizen of the City of Flint, and as one seeking to lead the people of this 

great city, I am angered and appalled at the universal lack of concernexhibited by the gamut of 

governmental agencies regarding the health and well-being of city of Flint residents, including State 

government, especially the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality; and of course, the current 

administration in local city government. I am also deeply concerned about the EPA's lack of 

enforcement of its own rules and regulations in regards to Flint's water woes. This is despite the solid 

scientific evidence that raises grave and serious concerns about our current water source.As a result of 

the irresponsible manner in which these agencies are responding to the city of Flint's water crisis, I am 

asking the federal government to intervene on behalf of Flint's people. 

According to an interim report (attached) issued by, Miguel Del Toral, the Regulations Manager of the 

Ground Water and Drinking Water Branch of the EPA's Region 3, a large number of Flint residents are 

being subjected to larger than normal quantities of lead in Flint's drinking water. Glaring in this report is 

that the city of Flint is out of compliance with the Lead and Copper Rule of the EPA in that it does not 

provide Corrosion Control Treatment, a requirement for water systems that serve 50,000 persons or 

more. The interim report was underscored by a study conducted by Virginia Tech University that 

sampled a larger number of homes in the city of Flint for lead content in Flint's water source. Out of the 

first 120 homes tested, VT found that 20% had lead content in the water supply over the federal action 

level. 

According to a release by theVT team, early findings (of the study)have been so disturbing that the 

Virginia Tech team is posting results on the web in order to alert residents about how extensive the 

problem may be."l think it would have been unethical to not release this information right away," said 

VT professor Dr. Marc Edwards, who is leading the project. 

I am requesting federal intervention because of the casual, callous, and irresponsible manner in which 
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state and local officials are responding to the issue. The state and city are basing their reaction to this 

crisis on their own testing procedures that circumvent the spirit and intent of federal law, in that they 

require residents who submit water samples to flush their water supply for at least four minutes prior to 

obtaining the sample. According to the interim report issued by Mr. Del Toral, 11the practice of pre

flushing before collection compliance samples has been shown to result in minimization of lead capture 

and significant underestimation of lead levels in the drinking water." 

Each year in the United States, 310,000 1- to 5-year-old children are found to have unsafe levels of lead 

in their blood, which can lead to a wide range of symptoms, from headaches and stomach pain to 

behavioral problems and anemia(not enough healthy red blood cells). Lead also can affect a child's 

developing brain. The ingestion of lead also has a debilitating effect on vulnerable adults and pregnant 

women. 

I implore your immediate attention to this matter. The people of the city of Flint are in immediate need 

of the resources and investigative powers of the federal government. 

Sincerely, 

Karen Weaver, Ph.D. 

cc: Han. Barack Obama, President, United States 

Han. Deborah Stabenow, U.S. Senate 

Han. Gary Peters, U.S. Senate 

Han. Daniel Kildee, Congressman, 5th District, Michigan 

Han. Rick Snyder, Governor, State of Michigan 

Han. Sheldon Neely, State Representative 

Han. Phil Phelps, State Representative 

Han. Jim Ananich, State Senator 

Attachments: 

Interim Report, Miguel Del Toral, Regulations Manager, EPA Region 3, Dated June 24, 2015 

Flint Water Study, 11Why it is Possible that Flint River Water cannot be Treated to Meet Federal 

Standards, Dr. Marc Edwards, August 24, 2015 


